About the Program

YYouthinkwell's writing program offers students in ades 3 —12 the opportunity to
enhance their writing skills through creative andraalytical writing courses.
Youthinkwell shows students that writing is a powul tool that can implement
positive change in the world. To that end, the sufect matter of analytical writing
classes revolves around social issues and issues @oncern to the community.

Some past thematic units offered by Youthinkwell:

How to Cook with a Pencil

Students examined the many ways they could use writing to make
their world better. They wrote letters to corporations to address
issues with faulty products and created stories to express their
feelings about people who wish for too much and people who don't
care enough about the elderly.

Hardy and Hardly Heroes

Students studied the global warming movement and spoke before
Pasadena City Council about Pasadena’s role in becoming a greener
city. They wrote letters and eventually met with authorities at the
Ports of Long Beach and Los Angeles to discuss issues regarding
pollution and national security. Younger students studied the life of a
Pakistani boy named Igbal, who tried to change the lives of child
laborers around the world.

Writing with Water

Students examined the issues regarding our use of bottled water as
well as the world's use of water in general. Students wrote letters and
analytical essays to learn more about the pros and cons of privatizing
public water sources.

Cookbooks for Writers

This unit helped students better understand the nuances of

language. What does “sugar free” really mean? What is the difference
between locally grown and organic? Older students also discussed
issues pertaining to the socioeconomic connections to what we eat,
the difference functions food throughout the world, and their own
perceptions of what it means to be hungry.

For current please contact our office directly

Writing is more than putting words on paper. It's a final
stage in the complex process of communicating that
begins with ‘thinking.” Writing is an especially important
stage in communication, the intent being to leave no
room for doubt. Has any country ratified a verbal treaty?

—U.S. Department of Education, OERI

At Youthinkwell , we know that writing is fun and exciting.
We also know that writing is a necessary skill. To express
thoughts and ideas clearly and confidently in school and in
life, one must be able to write effectively.

“Stories can create community,
let us know that we are not
alone. Stories reveal the possi-
bilities within ourselves, within
others. Stories provide...the

impetus for action.”
-Jean Ann Hunt, “Of Stories, Seeds and the
Promises of Social Justice”

According to the
U.S. Department of Education...

Youthinkwell has developed a critical
thinking & writing program that incorporates
creativity and mind exercises into daily work.
Courses help students strengthen not only
their writing proficiency, but also their
memory skills, reading speed, and analytical
abilities. Enthusiastic teachers help motivate
students to excel beyond traditional
expectations and develop strong patterns of
learning, which stay with them as they
pursue higher education.

Empower Your Children
Help Build Their Future... Through Writing

Develop Leadership Skills
Increase Their Confidence & Motivation

About the Founder of
Youthlnkwell

Jennifer Sarja has been teaching writing for more than fifteen

years. A graduate from Phillips Exeter Academy,

Jennifer began her formal writing education at Middlebury College

and went on to earn a joint undergraduate degree in Writing and

Medieval History at New York University's Tisch School of the Arts.

In 1996, Jennifer completed her Master’s Degree in Writing at NYU

and moved from New York to Los Angeles to await her film
adaptation of Robert Cormier’s The Bumblebee Flies Anyway,
which starred Elijah Wood, Rachael Leigh Cook, and Janeane

Garafalo. While in Los Angeles, Jennifer has developed a teaching

program which has carried many students to great success.

In the fall of 2004, Jennifer was invited to join a Women's
Empowerment Delegation to Ethiopia and Uganda in order to
chronicle the group’s journey. Since her return from Africa, she
has dedicated herself to writing and teaching and instilling in her
students the leadership skills needed to effect positive change
throughout the world. In the spring of 2005, she opened
Youthlnkwell's Center for Writing, where young people can learn

about social issues as they learn how to write. Three months later,

she founded the nonprofit Youthinkwell Publishing in order to

provide young authors with a venue to use their writing and art to
change the world. Under her supervision, more than one-hundred

young writers and artists have published their work to raise money

to build water wells in East Africa. Jennifer is the author of a

children’s book entitied When Watute Wants Some Water.

We don't just teach kids to write...
we give them a reason to write well.

Private and group classes available

Founder of Youthinkwell
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